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Horss Gvars, 
_ U# Auguſt, 1798. 


Tas original of the n 
Work, written by a German Officer of diſ- 


tinction, and much military experience, has 
been peruſed by his RoyaL Hicuness the 
 CommanDER in Cnr, and found to con- 


tain many excellent rules and obſervations, 


adapted to the uſual modes of carrying on 
active ſervice in the field, and much uſeful 


| inſtruction to young officers, not familiariſed 


by practice to the arduous duties to be per- 


formed in the face of an enterpriſing enemy: 
Hrs ROYAL. HionxNzss has therefore been 

pleaſed to give directions for its being tranſ- 
lated into Engliſh, in order that the officers 
of the army at large, and particularly thoſe 


who may not have had the advantage of 


much perſonal experience in the field, may, 


by a ſtudious attention to the various exam- 
ples therein ſtated, and to the uſeful leſſons 


given 
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given for their conduct, imbibe that degree 
of military {kill and information, which will 
enable them to diſcharge their duty to the 
ſatisfaction of their ſuperiors, and their own 


rer 


honor, on the moſt trying occaſions. 
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REGULATIONS 


FOR 


"PARTI © 


— 


OF THE EXERCISE. 


- = a company or battalion of riflemen is to 

"#1 act with cloſed ranks and files, the ſame 
regulations which are given to infantry in general 
ſerve for them. And before the ſoldier is inſtructed 
in the manceuvres of light troops, he muſt be taught 
how to hold himſelf, to march, face, wheel, &c. as in 
regular infantry. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. l. 
Of the Manual Exerciſe for the Rif. 


24k 


Of n be 


3 "HE rifle is to be carried in the right hand, at 


. arm's length, as in advanced arms, the cock 
reſting upon the little finger, the thumb upon the 
guard, and fore finger under it, the upper part of the 
barrel cloſe in the hollow of the ſhoulder, and the 
butt prefling upon the Wa 


9 2. 


The manual ; TO PRESENT ARMS. 


exerciſe. 


Allention. 


AT this ded the flugelman ſteps ſix or more 
paces to the front, 


Preſent Arms. (Three motions). 


iſt. The rifle is to be raiſed about two inches A 
the right hand, and brought forward a little from the 
; ſhoulder, 
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ſhoulder, at the ſame time the left hand is brovght. 


briſkly acroſs the body, and ſeizes the rifle with a full 


graſp even with the ſhoulder. 
2d. The right hand brings the rifle even with the 
face, and oppoſite the left eye, graſps the ſmall of the 
ſtock, turning the lock outwards, the left hand ſeizes 
it by the ſtock, ſo that the little finger touches the 
hammer ſpring, on a level with the chin, the left 
elbow cloſe to the butt. 
3d. The rifle is brought in a ſtraight line to the 
preſent, the lock turned inwards, and even with the 
bottom of the waiſtcoat, the right foot is placed about 
three inches behind the left heel, the right hand hold- 


ing the ſmall of the ſtock between the fore finger and 
thumb, the Knuckles upwards, the three other fingers 
ſhut in the hand. . 


Shoulder Arms. (Two motions). 


iſt, THE rifle is brought quickly acroſs the body 

to the right ſide, the right hand flipping round into 
the original poſition when ſhouldered, the left quits 
its hold, and ſeizes the rifle again ſmartly even with 
the right ſhoulder, at the ſame time the right foot 1 is 
brought up in a line with the left. 

2d. The left hand quits the rifle, and is 558 as 
quickly as poſſible flat upon the left thigh. 


Order Arms. 


AT the word arms, the left hand ſeizes the rifle 


7 even with the right ſhoulder, the rifle, as in the firſt 


B 2 motion 


che left hand on the left thigh, 


: [4] 
motion of the preſent, is raiſed about two inches, the 
right hand quits its hold, graſps the rifle round the 

muzzle, and brings it gently to the ground, even 

with the toe of the right foot, the wriſt preſſing 
againſt the fide, and elbow as cloſe as poſſible. The 
left — is — as before on the left — 


Shoulder Arms. 


AT the word arms the rifle 3 is thrown at once into 


the right ſhoulder by a jerk of the right hand, the left 


catches it till the right ſeizes the rifle in the proper 


place, and is then inſtantly brought to its original 
poſition on the left thigh ; but this muſt be done with 
the quickneſs of one motion. 


In the performance of this, as indeed of every other 


motion, the greateſt care is to be taken to prevent the 
rifle falling to the ground, as it is an arm caſily 

damaged, and in the field, where time and opportunity 

can not always be found to repair it, the ſervice of a 
rifleman 1s loſt by every ſuch inſtance of inattention. 


Support Arms. 
THE. rifle is brought acroſs the body, with the guard 


upwards, by bending the right arm, the left hand is 
laid acroſs the right. 


Carry Arms. 


THE rifle is brought ſmartly on the right fide, and 


Trail 
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Trail Arms, | 


THE left hand ſeizes the rifle at the fordad pipe, 
the right cloſe over the ſight, and trails it on the right 
fide at arm's length, the left falls back. « on the left 


thigh. 


Shoulder Arms. 


THE rifle is brought to the advance, as from the 
order. i 


F ROM THE ORDER T 0 TRAIL ARMS. 


Trail Arms, 


THE right hand feizes the rifle as low as poſlible 


without conſtraint, then raiſes and catches 1 it juſt above 


the ſight. 


FROM THE TRAIL TO ORDER ARMS. 


Order Arms. 


The rifle flides gently through the right band to 
the ground, when even with the right toe the right 


hand again graſps the muzzle. 
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Of priming 


and loading, 
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CHAP. IL 


o Priming and alle and of - Firi ing at the 


Tar, ge. 


$ 1: 
"HE words of command for firing and loading 
oi are as follows. 


The Company will Prime 5 Load. 


2. Attention. 


AT which the fleugelman ſteps in front. 


3: Prepare to Load 


FOR which the flcugelman gives the time in two 
motions. | 


iſt, Is the ſame as the firſt motion in the preſent. 
2d. The ſoldier half faces to the right, and in the 


motion brings down the rifle to an horizontal poſition 
juſt above the right hip, the left hand ſupports it at the 
ſwell of the ſtock, the elbow reſting againſt the ſide, the 
right thumb againſt the hammer, the knuckles up- 
wards, and elbow preſſing againſt the butt, the lock 


inclining a little to the body to prevent the powder 
from falling out. The officer now warns the men in 
going through the loading motions, 

To 
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J wait for fe words of Command. 


AT which caution the fugelman falls in. 


At the word One, 
THE pan is puſhed open by the right thumb, the ; 


right hand then [elzes the cartridge with the three : 


firſt fingers. 


Two, 


THE cartridge 18 brought to the mouth, and 


placed between the two firſt right double teeth, the 
end twiſted off and brought cloſe to the pan. 


Three: 


THE priming is ſhaken into the pan; in Jang 
which, to ſee that the powder | is properly lodged, the 


head muſt be bent; the pan is ſhut by the third and 


little finger, the right hand then ſlides behind the cock, 
and holds the ſmall part of the ſtock between the third 
and little finger and ball of the hand. 


F, our, 


THE ſoldier half lacs to the left; the rifle is brought 
to the ground with the barrel outwards, by ſliding it 
with care through the left hand, which then ſeizes it 


near the muzzle, the thumb ſtretched along the ſtock, 


the butt is placed between the heels, the barrel between 
"Ba the 
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5 8 
the knees, which muſt be bent for that purpoſe; the 
cartridge is put into the barrel, and the ramrod ſeized 


with the fore finger and thumb of the right hand. 


Rod, 
THE ramrod is drawn quite out by the right hand, 


the left quits the rifle and graſps the ramrod the breadth 
of a hand from the bottom, which is ſunk one e inch | 


into the barrel. 


Home, 


"FRE cartridge will be forced down with both nds, 


the left then ſeizes the rifle about ſix inches from the 


muzzle, the ſoldier ſtands upright again, draws out 
the ramrod with the right hand, and puts the end 


1 into the pipe. 


Return, 


THE ramrod will be returned wes the right hand, 


which then ſeizes the rifle below the leſt. 


Shoulder, 


THE right hand brings the cific to the b ſhoul- 
der, turning the guard outwards, the left ſeizes it 


above the hammer ſpring till the right has its proper 
hold round the ſmall of the ſtock, when the left is 


drawn quickly to the left thigh, 
When the recruits are ſufficiently perfect in firing 
by theſe diſtin and ſeparate words of command, 
they 


1-91 


they ſhould be accuſtomed to go through the motions 


with the following words of command only. 
1. The Company will Prime and Load. 
2. Attention. 
AT which the fogelman eps in front 
3. Prepare 70 Load. 
'TO this motion the flugelman gives the time. 
4. Load. 


THE flugelman falls i in. - Prep motion in loading 
as deſcribed above, is to be performed; and here 


officers are required to pay particular attention, that 


no ſingle motion be omitted, as it is of more conſe- 


quence that a rifle ſhould be Properly, than expedi- 


tioully loaded. 


52. 


RIFLEMEN muſt at firſt be accuſtomed to make Of 8 


ready and 
ready, and preſent methodically; and in this they der Bong 


ſhould be thoroughly practiſed, for they will ſeldom 


be in a ſituation to fire by word of Command. 
5 The 


* e 


The firings may be divided under three heads : 
viz. in advancing, in retreating, and on the ſpot, 
The method of firing in advancing and retreating 


by ſignal, will be explained in the following ſections. 


To fire on the ſpot with cloſed ranks, the follow. 
ing words of command will be given. 


= The Company will Fire. 
2. Company. 


AT this word, the right hand file of each platoon 


takes three quick paces to the front, the rear rank 


man n ſteps to the 1 of his file leader. 


3. Ready. 


: AT this word, hs rifle is brought by the right 
hand before the centre of the body, the left ſeizes 


it, ſo that the little finger reſts upon the hammer 


ſpring, and the thumb ſtretched along the ſtock, 
raiſing it to the height of the mouth, the right thumb 


on the cock, and four fingers under the guard; when 
cocked, which muſt be done gently, the right hand 
5 graſps the ſmall of the ſtock, 


4. Preſent. 15 


IHE ſoldier half faces to the right, the butt is 
placed in the hollow of the right ſhoulder, the right 
foot ſteps back about eighteen inches behind the left, 
the left knee is bent, the body brought well forward, 

the 
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1 
the left hand without having quitted its hold, ſup- 


ports the rifle cloſe before the lock, the right elbow 
raiſed even with the ſhoulder, the fore finger on the 


trigger, the head bent, and cheek reſting on that 
of the rifle, the left eye ſhut, the right taking aim 
through the ſight ; as ſoon as the rifleman has fixed 


upon his object, he fires without waiting for any 
command. When he has fired, the right hand quits 


its hold in facing to the right about, the left ſwings 


the rifle round into an horizontal poſition with the 
barrel downwards; the rifleman reſumes his poſt in 


the platoon, in fronting to the left about, brings his 
rifle into the poſition to prime and load, half cocks, 
and proceeds to load, going through the motions as 


above without further words of command. 


As ſoon as the riflemen are perfect in his. + they ny 


5 will be inſtructed, that at the ſignal of the horn to 
commence fring, the two right hand files of each pla- 


toon or ſection, according as the company may be 


told off, are immediately to take three paces to the 


front, the rear rank men ſtep to the right of their file 


leaders, preſent, and each fires as he gets a proper 


aim, then reſumes his place in the company as above 
mentioned, and loads again: when the two firſt files 


have fired, the two next Advance, and ſo on rouge 
: the company. 


This mode of firing i is neceſſary to prevent the 


5 whole from being unloaded at the ſame time, when 


the company therefore has fired once according to 
the above regulations, every file on being loaded 
again will advance three paces, and each man will 
take his aim and fire, and then immediately reſume 
his 


[ 12 ] 


* his place in the company, load, &c. When it is 


Of firing at 
the target. 


required that the firing ſhould ceaſe, the ſignal to 
ceaſe fring will be made by the bugle, after which 
not a ſhot muſt be heard. The officers who muſt in- 
variably remain in the line during this firing, are on 
no account to ſtir from the ſpot, and when the ſignal 
to ceaſe firing is made, and every man loaded and 


ſhouldered, they will dreſs their platoons. Too 
much attention can not be given to the above rule, 


for the preſervation of the alignment will entirely de- 
pend upon a ſtrict obſervance of it. 


$ 3. 


THE above regulations for firing with cartridges, 


will only be applicable when a corps of riflemen is re- 
quired to act in cloſe order, an inſtance which will 
very ſeldom occur, provided this arm is put to its 


proper uſe, and officers will obſerve in all caſes, 
where riflemen act as ſuch, and whenever it is prac- 


ticable, their men are to load with the powder mea- 


ſure and looſe ball; the principal inſtructions there- 


fore for recruits, will be how to load with the looſe 


ball, and to fire at the target; the loading with 
cartridge is a ſecondary object. To this end, the 
rifle recruit muſt from the firſt, in addition to his other 
exerciſe, be conſtantly practiſed in firing at the target. 

In 
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In firing at a mark it is to be obſerved that the 


target ſhould be at leaſt five fect in diameter; for if 
it were ſmaller, the unpractiſed recruit would be apt 


to miſs ſo often as to deſpair of hitting it ; and to be- 
come expert, a man ſhould find encouragement, and 
even amuſement in this practice. Another diſadvan- 


tage in its being too ſmall would be, that the rifle- 


man could not become acquainted with his rifle, as 
in miſling the target altogether, he could not aſcer- 
tain whether he had ſhot too much to the right, or 


too much to the left; whereas a target of a proper 


fize, and painted in circles being eaſily hit, the rifle- 


man ſees at once the fault he has made, and learns 
to correct it. The rifle recruit muſt at firſt be taught 
to fire at the target without a reſt, for if he accuſ- 
toms himſelf to make uſe of a ſupport, he will rarely 
fire true without one; but as this method will at firſt 


be found difficult, and only rendered eaſy by prac- 


tice, he ſhould begin by firing at the diſtance of fifty 


yards, and increaſe it by degrees to three hundred. 
The rifleman muſt be made acquainted with the 


nature of the fights and aim of the rifle; he muſt 
be taught to uſe the plaſter, (i. e. a piece of greaſed 
leather or rag) in loading with a looſe ball, and how 
to force it down the barrel, obſerving that it ſhould 
lay cloſe upon the powder, without being driven with 


a degree of force which might bruiſe the grains; after 


every ſhot which ſtrikes the target, the rifleman muſt 


obſerve whether he pointed too high or too low, or 


too much to the right or left, and correct himſelf ac- 
cordingly. The officers will take care that during this 


practice, 


E 4 


practice, every man learns the proper charge for his 


rifle, and if any rifle ſhould be found faulty, it is to 


be remarked, that the neceſſary alterations may be 
made. Riflemen muſt alſo be practiſed to fire and 
load as they lay © on the ground. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. II. 


H Extending and Cloſing again. 


41 


HEN the company is formed at cloſe oder; 


and is required to extend from the right. The 
words of command will be given as follows: 


To s the Left extend. 


AT this word of command, the company, except 
the right hand file, faces to the left, moves on in quick 


To extend 
from the right, 


left, or centre. 
Fig. I. 


time, caſting the eyes over the right ſhoulder, ſo that : 


each file when at two paces diſtant from his right 
hand file may halt, front, and dreſs by the right. 
The rear rank ſteps to the right, in order if neceſ- 


ſary to march or fire without impediment through 


the intervals of the front rank. This is the uſual 


diſtance between files, at which light troops when 


ordered to extend will form; but in particular caſes 


when they are required to cover the front of a corps, 


or maſk a manceuvre, the commanding officer will 
ſignify at what diſtance the files are to form from 


each other, before he gives the order for them to 


extend themſelves. 
When 


[ 16 ] 
Fig. II. When the company is to 0 from the left, the 
e 5 word of command will be given: 


To the a Rig hi extend. 


THE whole, except the left hand file fs: to the 
right, in taking their diſtance look over the left 
ſhoulder, halt, front, and dreſs by the left. The 
rear rank as in opening to the left, rake ground to 
the right of their file leaders. 

Fig. III. When to extend from the center, the word of 
„„ command will be Aren! 


From the Center extend. 


AT which the right wing face and move to the 
right, as in extending from the left; the left wing 
performs the ſame movements as when extending 
from the right, the center file ſtands faſt. 
As ſoon as the recruits are perfect in this mode of 
extending; the words of command of from right, left, 
or center extend are laid aſide, and the commanding 
officer takes poſt on the wing, or point from which 
the company is to extend, and orders the bugle to 
ſound the ſignal to extend; and ſhould the diſtance 
propoſed to be taken between the files be more than 
two paces (the uſual extended order) he will ſignify, 
before the ſignal to extend is made, at what diſtance 
the files are to form, at 3, 4, 5, or 6 paces. | 
On the fignal to extend, the files open from the 
ſpot where the commanding officer has placed himſelf 
with 
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with the bugle. When extended, the riflemen trail 


their arms. If detached corps ſhould happen to be 


without a bugle, the officer muſt make uſe of the be- 


fore mentioned words of command to extend. 


Of Cloſing again. 


N the ſignal from the bugle 70 c/oſe, every man 
faces and cloſes briſkly to the point from whence the 


ſignal is given, the whole ſhoulder their rifles and 


dreſs; in this movement the files muſt be careful not 
to intermix, to prevent the confuſion that would un- 


When an ex- 
tended corps is 
to cloſe again. 


avoidably ariſe from their doing ſo. Should the 
commanding officer have no bugle with him to give 


the ſignal, he muſt give the word of command Cloſe. 
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Of firing on 
the ſpot. 


07 Firing in extended Order, and of Skirmiſhing. 


$ 1. 


: HEN riflemen or light corps are to fire from 


7 Y the ſpot in extended order, the bayonets of the 


latter muſt be firſt unfixed, the commanding officer 


then orders the horner to give the ſignal to com- 


mence firing. At this ſignal the front rank makes 
ready, preſents, (each man ſelecting his particular ob- 
ject) and fires: as ſoon as the rear rank man ſees his 


file leader put the ball into his piece, he makes ready, 


and fires through the intervals of the front rank; and 
when the rear rank men have got their balls into 


their pieces, each man gives notice to his file leader 


to fire. In this manner the fire is continued n 


the ſpot, till the ſignal is given to ceaſe firing, 


—. 
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IN firing in advancing, the commanding officer 
firſt orders the fignal to march to be ſounded, and 


immediately after, the ſignal to fire. 


On this the rear rank moves briſkly ſix paces before 
the front rank, each man having paſſed to the right 
of his file leader, makes ready, takes his aim, and 


fires; and as ſoon as he has loaded again, trails his 


rifle. When the ſerjeant of the front rank ſees that 
the rear rank has fired, he ſteps in front, gives a ſig- 
nal with his whiſtle, upon which the front rank moves 
briſkly ſix paces before the rear rank, each man then 
preſents, takes aim, and fires; following the direc- 


tions that have been given to the rear rank. Thus 
each rank continues advancing and firing alternately. 


If the firing in advancing is to ceaſe, the commanding 
officer orders the ſignal for halt, after which not a 


ſhot mult be heard. 


| - 


AT the ſignal of the bugle to commence firing, i im- 
mediately followed by the ſignal to retreat, the firſt 
rank, (namely that which happens to be in front) makes 

2 2 — . 5 


Of firing in ad- 


vancing. 


Of firing in re- 
treating. 


2 J 

ready, takes aim, and fires, goes to the right about, 
marches with a quick ſtep twelve paces in the rear of 

the ſecond rank, fronts and loads. As ſoon as the ſer- 

jeant on the flank of the ſecond rank ſees that the firſt 

is formed and loading, he ſteps two paces to the 

front and gives the ſignal with his whiſtle, upon which 

the ſecond rank makes ready, takes aim and fires; then 
faces to the right about, marches with a quick ſtep | 

twelve paces into the rear of the firſt, fronts and 
loads. In this manner both ranks retire, ſupporting each 
other; when the fire in retiring is to ceaſe, the com- 
manding officer orders the ſignal for halt to be made. 
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RA THE companies being ſufficiently inſtructed in 
the above firings, they will proceed to the practice 
of them, in which one general principle muſt be ob- 
ſerved: namely, that never more than one half of 
a body of riflemen muſt be ſent forward to ſkirmiſh, 
the other half remain formed and ready to ſupport. 
If a battalion or company of riflemen is to make an 
attack, or by means of the above diſpoſition keep the 
enemy at a diſtance from their front, the commanding 
officer will firſt ſignify, whether the right or left pla- 
toons are to advance. If the latter, the left platoon 
of each company moves briſkly fifty paces forwards, 
the 
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the right half of that platoon then halts with cloſed | 
ranks, the left half moves fixty paces further to the 
front and extends its files, ſo as to cover completely 


the front of the main body from which i it 18 detached.. 
Whenever right platoons advance to ſkirmiſh, right 
half platoons muſt be puſhed on in their front and 
extend themſelves to the left, and vice verſa. 


If the ſignal is ſounded to march, the platoons 
which remain formed in line, and the half platoons 
which were advanced fifty paces in front of them, 
move forward in ordinary time, taking care to pre- 
ſerve their intervals. The ſkirmiſhers who have 


been puſhed on in front, conduct themſelves in the 
ſame manner as in firing in advancing. If the ſignal 
for halt is given, the whole corps halts, and the ſkir- 


miſhers ceaſe firing; but keep their ground: on the 
ſignal for retreat, the whole corps, except the ſkir- 
miſhers, face to the right about, and retire in ordinary 


time, paying the greateſt attention to the preſervation 


of diſtances, The platoons which have been puſhed 
on in front in extended order, conduct themſelves 
in the ſame manner as in firing in retreating. On 
the ſignal to halt, the whole halts, fronts, and the 
ſkirmiſhers ceaſe firing. | 

At the firſt ſignal to cloſe, the half platoons which 
have extended themſelves in front to ſkirmiſh, fall back 
on the half which has remained formed in their rear. 


At the ſecond ſignal to c/o/e, the advanced platoons 


retreat in quick time, and take their places in the 
line. 


When a company or battalion has been formed for 
an attack in the above manner, and the fignal for 
0 1 alarm 
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alarm is founded, the ſkirmiſhers retire. with the 
_ greateſt celerity through their reſpective intervals in 
the battalion; in the rear of which they form and 
reſume their ſeveral ſtations in the line. 8 
This manceuvre will be requiſite only when the 
battalion is to attack, or may have occaſion to make 
uſe of its whole fire; the ſkirmiſhers therefore will 
not wait for another, but will retire as faſt as they 
can through the intervals as above; but the 
quarter platoons will remain formed, and move with 
a firm and quick ſtep into their proper places. The 
officers of the detached platoons muſt direct their 
| principal attention to combine in ſuch a manner, the 
movements of their half platoons and ſkirmiſhers, 
with thoſe of the battalion or corps, as always to keep | 
parallel with them, and to preſerve the proper diſ- 
tances of the extended order they have been directed 15 
to take. ET 

It may happen that an entire company be required 
to extend itſelf for the purpoſe of covering the front 
of a corps, without leaving any part formed as a re- 
ſerve. In this caſe the company will trail arms, ad- 
vance in cloſe order, and when arrived at the proper 
diſtance will extend itſelf with all poſſible celerity. 
If the company 1s detached from the right wing, it 
will extend to the left ; if from the left wing, it will 
extend to the right; and if from the center to both 
the flanks, | 

Should it be neceſſary to retire acroſs a Gs on 
the battalion going to the right about, the right and 
left flank files of each platoon remain fronted ; in 
retreating, the battalion will carefully preſerve the 

| or Intervals 


WT 
intervals left by the above files, whoſe bufineſs it 1s 
to extend themſelves to cover its retreat, following it 
at the diſtance of thirteen paces, and by their fire en- 
deavouring to keep off the enemy's flankers: for 
this purpoſe, riflemen ſhould be practiſed to load and 
fire in marching ; during this manceuvre it will be 
particularly neceſſary to caution the flankers againſt 
_ expending their fire all at the ſame time. | 
If attacked by cavalry, the ſignal for halt will be 
firſt made, on which the battalion fronts ; the ſignal 
for retreat will then be ſounded, on which the ſkir- 
miſhers fall into their reſpective places in the line. 
Tf the battalion is to continue its retreat, it will. 
face to the right about; the ſkirmiſhing files remain 
fronted as before. When the retreat has been ef- 
feed to the point propoſed, the ſignal to halt is 
made, on which the battalion fronts, the ſkirmiſhers 
are called in, and the whole dreſſes by the centre. 
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Formation of 


the chain. 


Fig. 9. 


1 241 


CHAP. v. 


Of the Formation of the Chain and Advanced 
Guard. 


9 x; 


* _ of this branch of the duty of light 


troops is to ſcour a tract of country, by means 
of numerous and detached bodies, clearing the 


woods and incloſures of the enemy's poſts, and in 
a word, to eſtabliſh a complete chain of your own 
troops, by occupying, as far as circumſtances will 


permit, every advantageous ſpot ; taking particular 
care, however, that your own poſts are ſo ſtationed | 


as to have eaſy communication, and the power of 


mutually ſupporting each other. 
When a company of light infantry is deflined to 


form the chain without any other corps to ſupport it, 
the commanding officer ſignifies that one fourth of it, 
i. e. one half platoon or ſection, will remain formed 
as a reſerve: ſuppoſe for inſtance the fourth ſection 


1s fixed on tor this ſervice ; in this caſe the three firſt 
advance fifty paces in quick time; the order is then 
given to form the chain to the right or left, or as circum- 
ſtances may require; the ſignal from the bugle is im- 
mediately given, and the detachment extends in di- 
viſions of two files at ten paces diſtant from each other; 
the fourth ſection remains formed. This diſpoſition 

being 


[34-3 


being made, the ſignal from the bugle is given to 


march, The chain moves forward in ordinary time, 
taking care to preſerve the diſtance and alignement. 
The ſection of reſerve follows at the diſtance of fifty 


paces, in order to give ſupport to any part of the chain 
that may be attacked. 


On the ſignal Yat, the whole halts and ene 


If the chain is to fire, the ſignal is made to commence 


firing; on which the right ſlugelman of each diviſion | 


of the chain takes three paces to the front and fires, 
falls back into his place again and loads: the other 
three men perform the ſame ſingly, and by this means 
the fire is kept up, without intermiſſion, till the ſignal 
is made to ceaſe fring. | 

At the ſignal to retreat, the whole chain faces to 
the right about, and retreats in ordinary time. On 
the ſignal to Halt, the whole chain halts and fronts. 
If it is to incline to the left, it faces to the left, and 
takes ground to the left; if to incline to the right, it 


faces and takes ground to the right; or the object of 
gaining ground on either flank may be obtained with 
equal facility by an oblique movement. On the ſignal 


to cloſe, the whole chain cloles to that point from 
whence the ſound is given. 


Should the two flank platoons of a corps of light 


infantry be ordered to form the chain, or extend 


themſelves, (as circumſtances may require,) in order 


by this means to maſk the formation of the battalion, 
or to keep the enemy at a diſtance, in a country where 
his front is difficult of approach ; the two flank pla- 
toons will advance in quick time the diſtance which 
ny be directed, and when arrived on the ſpot, the 


Fig. 10. 


right 


Di ſpoſition of a 


company of ri- 


flemen or light 
infantry which 
is to form an ad- 
vuanced guard. 


hundred paces, but in the night, or in hazy weather, 
three hundred only. The ſecond ſection is detached 
two hundred paces in front of the firſt, and a party of 


further, which forms the head of the advanced guard. 
The third and fourth half platoons are placed three 


1 


right flank platoon forms the chain to the leſt, and the 

left flank platoon to the right, proceeding according 
to the directions already given for extending, and 
for the formation of the chain. On the ſignal being 
made to cloſe, the platoons cloſe to the point from 
which they extended, and both reſume their ſituation 
on the flanks of the corps as quickly as poſſible. 
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5 THE company is told off into four half platoons, 
or ſections. The commanding officer, with the firſt 


half platoon, marches in front of the corps to which 
he forms the advanced guard, in the day-time five 


a ſerjeant and fix men is puſhed on one hundred paces 


hundred paces to the right and left of the firſt, and 


even with it, taking care to preſerve as much as poſlible 


the above diſtance from it, and detaching one hundred 
paces forwards, and in an oblique direction to the 
outer flank, a non- commiſſioned officer and fix men. 


The duty of the advanced guard is to ſcour the 


whole country in its front, penetrating through woods 
Ooty and 
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and incloſures, and ſearching into villages. If the 


patroles meet with an enemy, the officer of the half 


platoons informs the captain of the company, who re- 
ports the ſame by a ſteady non- eee officer 


to the commanding officer of the corps. 
The commanding officer of the advanced guard 


will of courſe have been previouſly directed, whether 5 


in caſe of falling in with an enemy, he is to attack or 


merely to amuſe him with his ſkirmiſhers, or whether 


he is to fall back. In the laſt inſtance he muſt not 
retire on the main body, but by withdrawing in an 


oblique direction leave a clear ſtage for the operations 

of that corps againſt the enemy. He will by this 

movement avoid the poſlibility of confuſion enſuing 

from the retreat of his own troops, which, under 

particular circumſtances, may unavoidably become 
precipitate. On the ſignal to march, the whole ad- 
vanced guard moves forward. On the {ſignal Halt, 


the whole halts, Keeping, however, the diſpoſition, 
If the ſignal to cloſe is ſounded, the non-commiſſioned 
officers? detachments join their reſpective half pla- 


CT. ; and on the ſecond ſignal to /e, the ſecond, 


third, and fourth half platoons cloſe and form to the 
firſt, When one ſingle platoon is to compoſe an ad- 
vanced guard, it will be told off in four ſections, 


which are then to repreſent the four half platoons. 
In every other reſpect, the regulations and directions 
given in the foregoing paragraph are applicable in 


the preſent inſtance. 
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5 


Of the Service of Light Troops in the Field. 


| 5 the campaign, light troops are uſually 


cantoned in villages, and are not provided 


cafionally required to occupy ground on the flank of 


with camp equipage. They may, however, be oc- 


a corps in the line of encampment ; the men muſt, 
in that caſe, conſtruRt huts of earth, or boughs of trees, 


and will perform all the camp duties, and in every 


reſpect comply with the regulations laid down for the 
diſcipline of regular infantry. 


$1. 


Of Patroles in general. 


 QUPPOSING a patrole to conſiſt of a ſerjean and 


twelve men, the ſerjeant detaches two men and 
a corporal in front, and two on each flank, the latter 
extending themſelves to the right and left as far as 
poſſible without loſing ſight of the main body; but 


the 


Diſpoſition to 


be obſerved by 
a patrole in re- 
connoitring 

ground, villa- 


ges, or woods, 


or if defiles, 
hollow ways, 
or incloſures, 
are to be paſſed 
during the 
march. 


1 3 I 


the diſtance of theſe ſkirmiſhers both in front and on 


either flank, muſt be regulated by local circumſtances; 
in an open and plain country, they may venture to 
extend themſelves farther from the main body than 


in one that is incloſed or hilly. On coming to an in- 


cloſure, one man advances into it, and examines it 
cloſely ; the other, remaining behind it, keeps upon 


the watch, and takes care to be always ready to ſup- 
pore his comrade in calc of his being attack £ d. : 


On arriving at 


an hill. 


as poſſible the ſtrength of the enemy, one muſt en- 


wy 


ON coming to an hill, one man will aſcend ; the 


other, remaining at the bottom, will be given to 
underſtand, by a ſignal concerted between them, 
whether the enemy occupy any part of it or not. If 
an enemy is diſcovered, both the ſkirmiſhers muſt 


conceal themſelves, and, having aſcertained as nearly 


deavour to join the patrole, to give the intelligence; 


enemy advancing immediately upon the patrole, and 
that he is not able by any other means to give the alarm 


upon which the patrole ſhould retire, and, if poſſible, 


throw itſelf into an ambuſcade to obſerve the enemy's 


motions. When a flanker ſees a detachment of the 


of their approach, he muſt fire, which will be the ſig- 


nal for all the flankers to join the main body, or the 


ſignal will be given for aſſembly, and the patrole with 


united force will attack the enemy if equal to him in 


numbers. 


[ 31 3 
numbers, or will ſecure its retreat by a firm reſiſtance, 
if the ſuperior ſtrength of the enemy makes it im- 
prudent to riſk an attack. 


F 3 


WHEN a patrole marches through an incloſed 
country, or one much interſected by hedges, the 


flankers muſt be ſent on each fide of them, in order 


to examine them thoroughly; in doing which, they 


In ib 
hedges and in- 
cloſures. 


muſt always keep as near as poſſible in a line with the 


main body, and reſume their proper ſtations, as ſoon 


as they have paſſed any obſtacle which may have drawn 


them out of their direction. It may ſometimes be ne- 
ceſſary for flankers to get to the tops of trees for the 
purpoſe of reconnoitring, and on no account muſt they 


leave any high ground behind them without firſt 


viewing the environs from 1 "Þ 


| $ 4. 


IN marching over an open country, and where ob- 
jefts are ſeen at a great diſtance, it will not be neceſlary 
to ſend out ſkirmiſhers on the flanks, unleſs an houſe 
or an incloſure is perceived at a diſtance; in which caſe 
* _ be detached to examine it thoroughly. By 

29438 night, 


In traverſing 
open ground, 
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In paſſing 


through an | 


hollow *. 


In marching 


through a 
wood. 


[ 32 ] | 
night, or in n hazy weather, flankers are in n all Gtuations 


indiſpenſably neceſſary, and muſt be particularly care- 
ful to regulate their movement by that of the main 


body. 


1 


$- 5. 


GREAT precaution is requiſite when a patrole is 
under the neceſſity of paſſing an hollow way, in order 
to guard againſt a ſurprize, or being cut off, To 
avoid this, the patrole ſhould be divided into files, Y 


which will follow each other at ſuch a diſtance, that 
each may be able to diſtinguiſh the two men im- 
mediately before them; by this arrangement, an 


enemy will only be able to perceive the two men in 


front, and the whole patrole will be alarmed, either 


by their comrades in front being attacked, or by their 
fire upon the enemy. If there ſhould be turnings or 
windings in the hollow way, which prevent thoſe in 


the rear from ſeeing the file in front of them, the latter 


muſt give notice of the preſence of an enen by fring 
a ſhot. 


9 6. 


WHEN a 1 preſents itſelf in front of the 


tech. through which the patrole muſt paſs, the flank 


kkirmiſhers are ſent to the ſkirts of it; they muſt, 
however, 
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however, keep ſo much within the wood as not to be 


perceived from without; the main body marches di- 


rectly through, but if poſſible by ſome other road than 


that which is commonly uſed. For the ſecurity of a pa- 


trole, when it is a ſtrong one, detachments ſhould be left 


at the entrance of the wood, to ſuſtain the main body in 
its march through, and to give the alarm in caſe of the 


approach of an enemy. If the wood is of great ex- 
tent, ſmall patroles ſhould be ſent in front and on the 
flanks of the main body ; and ſmall intermediate pa- 


troles muſt be ſent out, keeping at the diſtance of 
4 or 500 yards from thoſe in front of them, whoſe 


object will be to examine all croſs roads, there being 
little apprehenſion for the ſafety of theſe detachments, 


| ſuppoſing even the enemy to be in ambuſcade in the 


wood, Three men will be ſufficient for theſe pat- 


roles, two of which will advance in a line, and keep 
within fight of each other, the third following them | 


and placing himſelf ſo as always to keep them both 
in view; by this means ſhould the moſt advanced 
patrole be carried off by the enemy, the ſecond and 


following ones would eſcape, and the main body 
would have timely notice of the danger. In returning, 


the patrole ſhould take a different route from that by 


which it advanced, for the better chance of diſcover- 


ing the enemy; indeed, it muſt be confidered as a 


general rule, that no patrole ſhould return by the 
way it came, nor in caſe of being attacked, and 


obliged to retreat, ſhould it ever fall back in a direct 
line upon the main body. Bye roads are always to 


de preferred to the main route, either in returning 
from patroles or in retreating before an enemy; in 


D patroling 


. 
patroling through a wood care ſhould be taken, not 
to venture too far, and that the ſkirmiſhers are.not 


at too great a diſtance from each other, for fear of 
hazy weather, or the approach of night. 


9 7. 


In marching ey Es | 
througha BEFORE a patrole ventures into a defile the two 
men advanced in front muſt examine it well, and at 
1 15 the ſame time flankers muſt reconnoitre the ground 


on the right and left of it, where it is probable the 
enemy might lie in ambuſcade. In returning, a 
patrole ſhould if poſſible avoid a defile it has before 
paſſed, When the defile has been paſſed, a few men 
may be left at the extremity of it to give the alarm 
by a ſhot, in caſe a detachment of the enemy ſhould 
attempt to cut off the patrole ; theſe men will eventu- 
tually diſconcert the enemy's plans, who may na- 
turally conceive them to be the head of a detachment 
paſſing the defile, as a ſupport to the patrole. 


TY 


3 WHEN a patrole f is to reconnoitre a village, the 
tring a gy directions that have been already given for its conduct 


during, 


EN 3 
during the march muſt be ſtrictly adhered to. Whe- 
ther the patrole is a ſtrong one or not, it muſt halt 
at a few hundred paces from the village, aſſemble all 
the ſkirmiſhers, and lie concealed ; a few men muſt 
then be ſent towards the village, and muſt endeavour 
to ſeize one of the inhabitants; and conduct him to the 
officer commanding the patrole, in order that he may 
be examined reſpecting the preſence of the enemy. 
If upon diligent inquiry it is found that the enemy are 
in the village, the patrole muſt make its retreat: the 
depoſition of one perſon ſhould not, however, be de- 
pended upon; the men who have been ſent to the 
village muſt endeavour, if poſſible, to take another 
perſon, who muſt be ſeparately examined, to ſee whe- 
ther his report coincides with the former one. If 
after all inquiry it appears that the enemy are not in 
the village, ſome men muſt be ſent into it, and ſmall 
parties to the right and left of it to examine the en- 
virons, and all the avenues muſt at the ſame time be 
occupied. The men who were ſent into the village 
muſt immediately repair to the mayor or chief magi- 
ſtrate of the place, and make him accompany them to 
ſearch all the houſes, ſtables, barns, and all other 
places where the enemy might be concealed. If they 
find all ſafe, the men muſt return to the main body, 
and make their report. After this, ſhould the com- 
mander of the patrole wiſh ſtill to be himſelf convinced 
of the truth of the report, he may go in perſon into 
the village, accompanied by a few men, for prudence 
would ſuggeſt the impropriety of taking the whole pa- 
trole, as, notwithſtanding the former ſearch, it is ſtill 


poſſible the enemy may be in ambuſcade, and only 
k D2 watching 


8 } 


watching the opportunity of the whole detachment 


being in the village, to attack it to advantage. When 


a non-commiſſioned officer commands a patrole, before 
he leaves a village he has been directed to examine, he 


| ſhould require a certificate of his having been there. 


When a patrole is to reconnoitre a village by night, 
the whole muſt aſſemble at ſome diſtance in front of it, 
as in patroling by day, and the environs muſt be exa- 
mined ; but the men who are ſent into the village 
muſt, in this inſtance, be directed to creep gently. 
along the fronts of the houſes, and particularly along. 

thoſe of the public houſes, looking at the ſame time in 
at the windows, and endeavouring to diſtinguiſh whe- | 

ther any of the enemy are within. Should this be. 
found impraQicable, they muſt conceal themſelves, 


and wait the opportunity of ſome inhabitant paſſing, 


whom it will be their object to carry off to the com- 


manding officer of the patrole with as little noiſe as 
poſſible, and without raiſing any alarm. If it ſhould 
appear to be certain, from the report that the priſoner 
makes, and from other intelligence, that the enemy 


are not in the village, the ſame directions muſt be 
followed as have been already laid down for the day 


patrole; but ſhould the enemy be in the village, the 


patrole muſt retire; an attempt, however, ſhould be 


made to carry off one of his videttes, in order to gain 


more certain accounts. Whatever has been ſaid with 
reſpeQ to villages, is applicable alſo to any place or 


town, 
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"WHEN Wichert give notice of the approach of On wes _ 

the enemy, the patrole ſhould endeavour to conceal em. 

itſelf, the object of a patrole being to reconnoitre a 
country, and to get intelligence of the enemy, their 
movements, &c. all engagement ſhould be avoided, 

and, unleſs abſolutely compelled to fight, a patrole 
> ſhould always endeavour to get away undiſcovered. 
1 If a patrole allows itſelf to be unneceſſarily drawn 
into an affair with one of the enemy's, it muſt run an 
= equal riſk of being captured, and the ſervice it was to 
| have performed remains unaccompliſhed, ſo that the 
army or detachment, from whence the patrole was 
1 ſent out, may wait in vain for the intelligence that 
2 was expected from it. If a patrole ſhould be un- 
1 avoidably engaged in an affair, the officer command- 
Y ing it will ſend immediate notice by two truſty men to 
1 the corps from which he was detached, and at the 

= ſame time a written report of whatever information | 

he may have been able to obtain, which he ſhould 

always have ready in cafe of ſuch an event. When 1 
a Patrole | is to be ſent out, every ſort of inſtruction „„ 1 
for its conduct during the march ſhould be com- 
municated to the men. The greateſt attention in the 
officer commanding a patrole will be requiſite to 
watch the conduct of his men: they muſt be attentive, 
obedient, and vigilant, from the moment of their de- 
parture till their return, and, under pain of the ſevereſt 
enen, muſt they be forbidden to go into any 


D 3 public 


1 
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1 
public houſe during the march ; they ſhould there- 


fore be ſupplied with their complete ration of pro- 
viſions. A patrole ſhould always endeavour to con- 
ceal its march; therefore woods and incloſures are 


to be preferred in its progreſs through a country. 


Bridges ſhould be avoided, for fear of ambuſcades or 


of being cut off. If, however, a bridge muſt of ne- 


ceſſity be paſſed, a few men ſhould be poſted at it, to 
give the alarm to the patrole on the approach of the 
enemy. In this caſe it will be advertiſed of the danger 


by a ſhot z by which means it may gain time to re- 


paſs the bridge, and at leaſt avoid being cut off. 


Should every thing remain quiet, at the expiration of 


a certain time, previouſly determined, the men who 
were left at the bridge, will follow, and Join the 


patrole. | * 
If the patrole is forced to _ places where, not- 


withſtanding every precaution, there is ſtill a pro- 


bability of being cut off, ſmall poſts muſt be left at 


ſuch places, or the patrole ſhould be divided into a 
number of ſmall detachments, advance by different 
routes, and ſome place ſhould be appointed for a 


rendezvous of the whole. 
When a patrole finds itſelf unexpe2ed!y in preſence 


of an enemy, if of equal force it ſhould attack ; but 
ſhould the enemy's numbers be very Meter, and 


there remain no poſſibility of getting away undiſcovered, 


the patrole muſt diſperſe, and each man ſave himſelf 
as he can. In ſuch a caſe, and when, from an ap- 
prehenſion of danger, the patrole is advancing in ſmall 


detachments, one in front of the other, as ſoon as 


thoſe in the rear are made aware of the enemy being 


ſo 


e 


-ſo ſuperior, they muſt immediately retreat, without 
waiting for the detachments in their front. It is the 
- duty of a commanding officer of a patrole to point out 
92 to each man all the dangers to be expected, the man- 
ner in which he is to conduct himſelf in retiring ſingly, 
the roads that are open to him in ſuch a caſe, the 
places at which the patrole may rendezyous, and 
(ſhould that be impracticable) the poſition of the de- 
- tachment or army, to which he muſt endeavour to 
make his eſcape. The above inſtructions it is ab- 
1 ſolutely neceſſary to impreſs ſtrongly on the minds of 
3 the men, in order that each man may know how he is 
co fave himſelf under the above-mentioned events. 
As the greateſt prejudice may ariſe from a patrole 
3 having committed the moſt trifling error, and as, on 
the contrary, the greateſt advantage may be derived 
4 to an army from the good conduct of one, all the 
1 above inſtructions, and as many more as may be 
' - thought uſeful, ſhould be explained to the men in the 
= - cleareſt terms previous to the marching off, and during 
E the march of the patrole. 
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* — S CHAP. II. 


07 by Advanced IN Flank Patroles, and 
| N Rear Guard, and of their ſeveral Duties on a 
March. © | 


Generel rule; FF is a rule which muſt always be attended to, that 
= no column, regiment, or detachment, whether 

it be near, or at a diſtance from the enemy, marches 

without an advanced guard, and flank patroles, in 

order to reconnoitre the country, and prevent the 
poſſibility of an attack before the column has time to 

form, or to look for and diſlodge the enemy when he 

is ſuppoſed to be in the neighbourhood, though r no 

account is received of his exact poſition; nn! 


) 2. 

Diſtribution of THE diſtribution of the advanced guard, and 
e flank patroles, remains as has been before directed. 
patroles. The intention being, that they ſhould be ſent as 
| far in front and on the flanks as poſſible, it be- 
comes equally neceſſary, that they again ſheuld de- 

'Y tach in their front and on their flanks (in as large 
ll | proportion as their numbers will allow) ſkirmiſj- 

ers, 


2 % 


n 


ers, wa buſineſs it will be to examine cloſely all 


objects which preſent themſelves on the march, to 
_ traverſe all incloſures, and the like. Skirmiſhers muſt 
always be in parties of two men each, ſo that while 
one is employed in examining any object, the other 


may remain on the look-out, and if any thing approach, 


or is perceived at a diſtance, the one may immediately 
make a report to the body from which he is detached, 


while the other keeps his eye conſtantly o on the object 
till the return of his comrade. 


1 


IHE diſtance at which an advanced guard and flank | 
patroles ſhould keep from the column muſt be de- 
termined by local circumſtances, and by the ſtrength 


of the column. They ſhould, however, be always at 
ſuch a diſtance, that if they ſhould be unexpectedly 


attacked, the column may have time to put itſelf in a 
poſture of defence; and alſo, that if defiles, villages, 


or woods, preſent themſelves on the line of march, 


of the head of the column, that there may then be 


no delay. The ſkirmiſhers muſt be very cautious 


74 


, Of the diſtance 
of the advanced 
guardandflank 
patroles from 


the column. 


they may be examined thoroughly before the arrival 


during the march, not to be cut off from the advanced 


guard; and the ſame precautions are neceſſary for 
the advanced guard, with reſpect to the column. 


„ : 
M7 4. 


Duties of ſkir- 


i miſhers, 


L 42 J 
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SKIRMISHERS, whather from: the flank patroles 
or advanced guard, are to ſtop every perſon they 


meet, to queſtion them reſpeQing the enemy, and 


then conduct them to the main body, where they will 
be detained or releaſed according to circumſtances. 


Perſons ſo taken may be occaſionally found uſeful as 


guides for the bye roads, or to point out ſuch places 


as might ſerve as ambuſcades for the enemy. All 


houſes, gardens, incloſures, &c. muſt be cloſely 


ſearched by the ſkirmiſhers, and no height, or vil- 


lage, from whence the neighbouring ground can be 
ſeen, muſt be left unexamined by them, It is hardly 


neceſſary to obſerve, that the arms of ſkirmiſhers 


| ſhould always be in the beſt order, and ready for 


When an ad- 


vanced guard 
approaches a 
village. 


immediate ule. 


d 5. 


IF a village ſhould happen to lie on the road, 
through which a column muſt unavoidably paſs, it 


will firſt be examined by the advanced guard, after 


the manner that has been preſcribed for patroles on 
| ſimilar occaſions, and a report made to the com- 
bs manding officer of the column. The commander. of 
5 an advanced guard or flank patrole, will at all times 


make 


[ 43 J 


make an exact report” to the commanding officer of 


the column, of any thing extraordinary that may oc- 
cur during the march, or of any remarkable feature 
of age country. 


$ 6. 


AN advanced guard, or flank patrole, will on no 
account enter a wood or defile, until a ſmall party 
\ * previouſſy paſſed through it, and cloſely examined 
it. In reconnoitring a wood, an advanced guard 
5 a follow the ſame directions as have been given for 
patroles, ſo that when the column arrives at the de- 


| file, or wood, it may paſs without riſk or loſs of 


| time, 


$7. 


Or is to als! a 


defile or wood. 


If the commander of the head of an advanced or meets an 
guard, ſhould have intelligence of the approach of . 
an enemy's patrole, he will firſt halt, endeavour to 

_ diſcover the ſtrength of it, and then fall back on 


the main body, the commanding officer of which, if 
the enemy is not in too great force, ſhould try to 
conceal his men, ſuffer the enemy to approach, and 
endeavour to entangle him between his parties, and 
1 the 
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the head of the column, when he may attack him 
without riſk. If an advanced guard is ſet upon un- 
awares, by a body of the enemy in ambuſcade, the 


—— —ę—e 


of the move, whether he is to engage with his whole 8 
force, truſting to the column for ſupport, or whether 


diſpoſitions as may be thought neceſſary. It is a 


ſtrongly impreſſed upon the mind of every officer 
commanding an advanced guard, or flank patrole, 


able body of the enemy, he is by no means to fall 
back immediately upon the column: officers ſhould 


accidents that may occur during the march, and at- 
tentively obſerve the ground by which a retreat may 


vanced guard is not to confine himſelf to the main 


tions, and truſt as little as poſſible to the reports of 
others. | Cn, 


officer commanding it muſt immediately attack ; but 
it will depend upon what may be the general object 


he is merely to keep the enemy in check, ſo as to 
gain the time ſufficient for the column to make ſuch. 
maxim however, and one which cannot be too 
that in the event of his being purſued, by a conſfider-: | f 
therefore take precautions againſt any unforeſeen 
be effected. The commanding officer of an ad- 


body, but occaſionally to viſit the advanced, and 
flank patroles, that he may make his own obſerva- 
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IF the advanced guard ſhould meet the enemy in If an adranced 
} the night, the officer commanding it will immediately poi 
attack, if not with the whole, at leaſt with part of . N 
his force, and not give the enemy time to force him 4 
back upon the column; he muſt exert himſelf to 
prevent confuſion among his own men, but endea- 
vour to ſpread diſmay in the detachment of the ene- 
my. A reſolute officer, with a few determined men, 
may at night render the moſt important ſervices, 
for even ſhould he not be able to gain any ſolid ad- 
vantage, ſtill a ſpirited and well timed attack will 
at leaſt have the effect of embarraſſing the enemy, N 
during which time the column may form and prepare 
to act, as the occaſion may require. It is always 
uſeful, in theſe rencontres, to make priſoners, in 
order to find out the ſtrength of the enemy, and 
what may have been the object of his maren. 


| 
$ 9. [il 


IT is a rule that flank patroles are never to When + fogk. 11 
. A: | | patrole meets 1.3 
leave impracticable ground, or other obſtacles, be- wih any un- 
tween them and the column; for example, if in the * _ 


courſe of a march they meet with a moraſs, or piece march. 
3 


— —-_ 
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of water of conſiderable extent, cloſe to which the 
line of march is to paſs; it would be a great fault to 
leave ſuch an obſtacle between the patrole and co- 
lumn, as it would be expoſing the former to be cut 
. off in ſight of the column, by a detachment of the 
-= enemy, without the poſſibility of receiving ſuccour. 
When a flank patrole therefore meets with any im- 
pediment of this ſort, it will draw as near to the co- 
lumn as the local circumſtance requires, and conti- 
nue to march in this manner, until the nature of the 
ground ſuffers it to reſume its uſual ſtation ; for as 
long as a column is paſſing by a- moraſs or lake it is 
ſufficiently covered by them: the above rule is 
equally to be obſerved by all ſkirmiſhers from the 
flank patroles, but if a flank patrole ſhould meet 
with a thicket or ſmall wood, the {kirmiſhers will 
immediately enter and examine it, and a ſmall de- 
tachment ſhould be ſent round it, in order to prevent. 7 
any concealed party of the enemy falling upon the 
rear of the column, after it has paſt the wood, 


10. 


3 5 IF in the courſe of a march the column ſhould 
| lumn halts. halt, the advanced guard will of courſe do the ſame; 
the flank patroles and ſkirmiſhers making front out- 
wards; and it is to be obſerved, that no defile within 
F 2 ſſort diſtance of the advanced guard or flank pa- 
Li: trtole, ſhould be left unoccupied. The advanced 
OY OT | Ear. 
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11 


guard ſhould endeavour even to make itſelf maſter 


of the ground beyond the defile, if it is only by ſend- 


ing a few men to take poſt there, that the column 


may be in ſecurity during the halt, and the men be 


ſuffered to reſt themſelves. Beſides, by this precau- 


tion, the advanced guard will ſecure the paſs of the 
defile. It will of courſe. be underſtood, that when a 
column halts, the advanced guard and flank patroles 


will poſt their own ſentries, and thus form the pickets, 


7 and chain of {entries for the whole column. 


LL 


NO column is is ever r to ok without a rear guard, 


the ſtrength of which muſt depend on circumſtances, 
The diſpoſition of it is the ſame as the advanced 


of the rear 
_ 


guard, with this difference only, that the main body 


is ſuppoſed to be in front, the rear guard ſhould be 
compoſed of a few truſty men, whoſe buſineſs it is 
to collect all ſtragglers, and to take up deſerters. 


$ 12. 


A REAR guard is as much as poſſible to avoid 
Engaging the enemy, in as much as nothing more 


precedes the ſmaller. In marches where the enemy 


General direc- 
tions for the 
conduct of a 
rear guard. 


1 2 ] 


is uſually expected from the officer commanding it, 
than to join the army without loſs. He muſt how- 
ever endeavour to execute his inſtructions, which 
generally have for object to prevent the loſs of bag- 
gage and capture of ſtragglers, and to keep the ene- 
my at a diſtance from the column. The means of 
performing this ſervice, muſt depend upon the na- 
ture of the ground, and the relative ſituations of the 
column and the enemy. This however may be 
conſidered as a fixed principle, that a rear guard 
ſhould diſpute every defile as long as poſſible, in order 
to enable the column to gain ground; as ſoon as 
this object is attained, or the rear guard is obliged 
to leave the defile, the next defilè mult be gained as 
expeditiouſly as poſſible. 

The officer commanding a rear guard i is as much 
as poſlible to avoid paſſing a defile in the preſence of 
a ſuperior enemy ; to this end he muſt without loſs 

of time occupy the defile, the moment the column 


has paſt; without giving the Enemy t time to bring up 
more troops. 
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recon WIEN an army retires before an enemy in 
e condu 
5 of rear guards ſeveral columns, each having his own rear guard, 
| of different co- 
|| l will preſerve a communication with one another, 


win common cover the retreat of the army. Sup- 
poſe 
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and each having a defile to paſs, but the firſt having 
4 better and ſhorter road outmarches the ſecond, in 


this caſe the officer commanding the rear guard of the 


firſt, muſt not give up the defile, till he has aſcer- 


tained that the rear guard of the ſecond column is 
actually paſſing: the ſecond is to obſerve the ſame 
conduQ with regard to the third, and vice verſd, For 


want of this precaution, a body of the enemy which 


had followed the firſt column, might attack the rear 
guard of the ſecond in flank, which, as long as the 


rear guard of the firſt remains poſted before the de- 
file, he cannot venture to do, without riſking himſelf 
to be taken in flank. This is an inſtance which af- 


fords to an officer the opportunity of diſplaying his 
judgment of ground. Before an officer command- 


ing a rear guard, arrives at a defile or village, which 


he muſt of neceſſity paſs, if time permits him, he 
ſhould ſend forward ſome intelligent men, to pa- 


trole to the right and left, and to diſcover the dif- 
ferent paſſes, which he ſhould occupy, to guard 


againſt being cut off, and to effect his Falte with 


the greater facility. 
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IE a rear guard ſhould be purſued by the enemy, of the rear 


it will divide itſelf into two bodies, which will con- SIGHT By e 


tinue to retreat in communication with one another, enemy. 


| ſending 


poſe he inſtance a an army retiring in three columns, 
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ſending out ſeveral ſkirmiſhers, who will extend 


themſelves by two's, and fire in retiring. The ſkir- 


miſhers muſt preſerve as good a line as poſſible: the 


two bodies will retire alternately, the one covering 


the retreat of the other. If the enemy ſhould preſs. 
forward, the ſkirmiſhers will throw themſelves on 


each flank, and endeavour by their fire to diſconcert 
his attack. An enemy may ſometimes be led to 


commit himſelf by a feigned retreat, and by leaving 


part of the corps in ambuſh, which may fall upon 
him with advantage, while in the heat of his purſuit. 
The officer commanding the ſkirmiſhers muſt take 
care that in advancing and retreating, they do not 


Of the ſkir- 
miſhers of rear 
guards. 


extend themſelves too much, and that the ride at- 
tention is paid to his ſignals. 


$ 15. 


OFFICERS of rear guards and flank patroles muſt 
be very careful to prevent their ſkirmiſhers loiter- 
ing in any village; ſoldiers enending 1 in this reſpect 
ſhould be ſeverely N 
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CHAP. III. 


Of Pickets. 


Fl. : 


Pur ſtrength of the pickets muſt in a great 


meaſure depend on the ground it is intend- 


ed they ſhould occupy, the diſtance or proximity 


of the enemy, and the importance that may be at- 


of poſting 
pickets. 


tached to the poſt to which they are intended to give 


| ſecurity. 


Before the pickets a are - poſted, as exact a Know- 


ledge as poſſible ſnould be acquired of the country, 


in which particular care ſhould be taken to aſcertain 
all the approaches from defiles, villages, or from 


woods. No picket ſhould be poſted ſo as to be ſeen 
from a diſtance by the enemy, but behind a ſmall 
wood, or elevated ground, or hedge, or in an hol- 
low; and it is well poſted, provided its operations 


are not impeded by any of the above objects. The 


number of ſentries required ſhould in general regulate 
the force of pickets, which ſhould be calculated to 
furniſh three reliefs; but when the enemy is near at 
hand, it is uſual to reinforce them, either that more 


ſentries may be poſted, or, that in caſe of attack, 


they may be able to make a greater reſiſtance, 


1 J 


8 2. 


of paliing the AS ſoon as + the picket arrives on the ground i it is 


ſentries of 
pickets. 


Of reconnoi- 


tring. 


to occupy, the ſentries muſt be poſted; in doing 


which, the officer ſhould ſee that truſty men be fixed 


upon for the moſt important poſts. On all advanced 
pickets the ſentries muſt be doubled. The picket 


Itſelf ſhould be told off into two or four diviſions, 


according to the ſtrength of it; and to each, a ſteady 
ſerjeant or corporal ſhould be allotted. The general 
officer of the day uſually fixes upon the ſpot for the 


' Picket, and the out- ſentries. Particular circumſtances 
may however render it neceſſary for the officer com- 
manding it to make other arrangements afterwards ; 


or he may put on more ſentries at night, ſhould he 
not think his poſt ſecure : but he muſt report what 


be has done to the general of the day. 


$ 3. 


WHEN the ſentries are poſted, the commanding 
officer of a picket ſhould next make it his buſineſs 
to inform himſelf of the nature of the country in his 
front ; for this purpoſe, he ſhould endeavour to get 
from the village neareſt him, an intelligent man, 

well 


1 53 ] 
well acquainted with the country, with whom he 
ſhould viſit the environs, within a certain diſtance of 
his poſt, informing himſelf of the names of the places, 
rivulets, &c. and aſcertaining the diſtance of the 
woods, villages, or defiles ſtill farther in front. An 
officer ſhould be particularly attentive to theſe points, 
as it will be expected, when the general or field officer RY | 
viſits his picket, that he will make a very exact re- 5 = 
port. i 1 
I )hbe officer relieving a picket, ſhould be ale ac- 
quainted with every circumſtance, reſpecting the poſt, 
by the officer coming off duty, who will explain to 
him the nature of the environs, and inform him of 
any occurrence that has happened. The former 
ſhould not however ſolely rely on this information, 
but ſhould make further inquiries, and endeavour to 


make himſelf ſtill more perfect in his e - 
the pour: ground, &c. 


—_ * 
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sENTRIES ſhould be ſo poſted as to ſecure one Of the diſtance 
another from being cut off, and moſt advantageouſly be poſted from 


for diſcovering the approach of the enemy. No ſen- e 
try however ſhould be poſted, on any account, at a 
greater diſtance from the picket, than that at which 
a muſket ſhot may eafily be heard, under any cir- 
cumſtances of wind, weather, or local ſituation. If 
E 3 ſentries 


Of a 
them by _ 


E 


ſentries ſhould be poſted ſo far from one another, 


that an enemy might, during the night, paſs unper- 


ceived between them, it will be neceſſary that one of 


them ſhould conſtantly patrole to the next ſentry, the 
pickets, ſentries ſhould be relieved every hour, be- 


' tween which it will be the officers duty to ſee that 
this order, reſpecting patroles, is ſtriftly bags cad 
Vith. f 


THE ſituation of a picket frequently requires, that 


the ſentries ſhould not occupy the ſame poſts by night 


as by day, and particularly when the out-poſts of the 


two armies are ſo near that the ſentries are within 


fight of each other, which might induce an enter- 
priſing enemy, from his frequent opportunity of ob- 
ſerving their ſituation, to attempt carrying them off 
in the night ; the officer will therefore fix upon pro- 


per points to which he may withdraw his ſentries, and 


thereby avoid this riſk. If this precaution had not al- 
ready been directed by the general officer of the day, a 


report ſhould be immediately made to him of it; ex- 


cepting in this inſtance, no officer commanding a picket 
is to make any change in the diſpoſition of his ſentries, 
unleſs for the greater ſecurity of his poſt he ſhould 


think it neceſſary to augment the number of them. 


In 
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In the day time ſentries ſhould be poſted on hs 5 


moſt elevated ground, the better to diſcover the 
neighbouring country; but at night they ſhould re- 
tire, ſo as to have the high ground before them, as 


an object is far more eafily diſcerned at night from 
below, than in looking down from an hill. In ſitua- 
tions where pickets or advanced poſts are at a confi- 


derable diſtance from each other, and not ſeparated 


by moraſſes, lakes, or other impaſſable obſtacles, 


but where the country between is interſperſed with 
_ thickets or incloſures, it is neceſſary, at night, to 
place ſingle, or even double ſentries on the flanks, 


and towards the rear, to prevent the enemy from 
ſtealing in between, and falling on your poſts from 


behind. This precaution is principally neceſſary 1 in 
dark and ſtormy nights. 

When pickets are near each other, the ground on 
which ther are poſted ſhould be taken up in ſuch a 


manner, that ſhould the enemy venture to attack any 


one of them, he may not be able to effect it without 
Sale his flank. 


$ 6. 


_ SENTRIES are never unneceſſarily to expoſe 


their arms, particularly when the ſun ſhines, as the 
glittering of them may be ſeen at a great diſtance ; 


they muſt be alſo forbid, under pain of ſevere puniſh- 


ment, to ſtrike fire, or ſmoke tobacco in the © night ; ; 
E 4 nor 


Particular in- 
ſtructions for 
ſentries. 
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| ears, as they muſt neceſſarily prevent them from 
hearing, and in ſuch weather, above all, the utmoſt 
vigilance is required. The ſentries, who are invari- 
ably to be doubled, will face outwards towards the 
enemy ; one obſerving the country, bye roles; dc. 
to the right, the other t to the left. | 


When any per- 
their 85 


1 1 


nor are they on any account to be permitted, during 


cold or rainy weather, to wear caps which cover the 


$7 


WHEN a 1555 ſees or hears any y perſon approach 
fon approaches him by night, he muſt challenge loud os there? 
and immediately advance a few paces, with his arms 

cocked and ported; then calls—Halt,— Connterfien ? 
Even if the counterſign is right, the perſon is not to 
be permitted to paſs, till the ſentry is convinced 
that he is not an enemy; but ſhould there be any 

thing in his appearance or language, to create ſuſpi- 
cion, or that he is not perfectly ſtill, when he is or- 


dered to halt, the ſentry muſt fire. When a ſentry is 


Poſted, the objects of his particular attention muſt be 
pointed out to him; beſides which he is to watch the 
ſentries on his right and left, and ſhould either of 


them diſappear, he is immediately to report it to the 


ſerjeant or officer of the picket. No ſtranger is to be 
| ſuffered to approach within eight or ten paces of him, 
nor is he to hold any communication with any one 


Whatever, while he is on his poſt. 


ON 
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$ 8. 
| ON the approach of a flag of truce, one ſentry 
will advance, in order to oblige it to halt at ſome 
diſtance from his poſt ; the other go back to the picket, 
to report the circumſtance. The officer, or non- 


commiſſioned officer ſhould then repair to the ſpot, 


On the arrival 
of an officer or 
flag of truce 
from the 
enemy. 


order the perſons compoſing the flag of truce to be 


blindfolded, and take them back with him to the 
picket ; or if there ſhould be an houſe near at hand, 
he ſhould order them to be conducted thither under 


an eſcort, which will remain with them. The officer 
will then take what letters the flag may have brought, 
for which he will give a receipt, and ſend them im- 
mediately to head quarters. The further diſpoſal of 


the flag of truce will depend on the orders ſent from 
head quarters; but as long as the flag is detained at 


the outpoſts, no one is on any account to be permit- 
ted to hold any converſation with the perſons com- 
poſing it; in every other reſpect they are to be treated 


with becoming civility. 


y 9. 
NO deſerters, eſpecially if they are mounted, muſt 
be-allowed to come near a ſentry, particularly by 


night, but muſt be made to halt at a diſtance ; the 
ſentry 


Or of deſerters 
or travellers. 


1 


ſentry then ſends to the picket for a non-commiſſioned 


officer and ſome men, who will diſarm and conduct 


Or when any 
body of men 


them to the officer. If there ſhould be more than 
one deſerter, the non- commiſſioned officer muſt let 
them approach him only one by one. At night, de- 


ſerters muſt have ſentries placed over them, and be 
kept at a ſmall diſtance from the picket till day-light, 


when they will be ſent by the firſt opportunity to 


ſome poſt in the rear, and from thence be forwarded 
to head quarters. Officers at the advanced poſts are 
on no account, to detain a deſerter of our own army, 
who may be apprehended, or may be returning from 
the enemy, for the purpoſe of ſending him ſtraight tohis 
regiment; but immediately on the apprehenſion of anß 
ſuch, muſt order them to be conducted to head quar- 
ters. Peaſants, or travellers, arriving at an advanced 
ſentry, whether from the front or rear, will be ſtopped 


and ſent to the picket to be examined, and ſhould there 
be any reaſon to ſuſpect them, they muſt be detained, 
and a report made to head quarters. 


. 


STILL leſs are ſentries to ſuffer any number of 5 


— their men exceeding two or three, whether ſoldiers or 


poſt. 


vance, halt them, and try to diſcover what they are. 


peaſants, who come from the front, to approach too 
near their poſt, In the day- time one ſentry will ad- 


It 


een 


E 
If it ſhould be a detachment of ſoldiers, he will con- 
duct the commander of it, or if a number of peaſants, 
he will take one of them to the officer commanding 
the picket, who will either ſuffer them to paſs, or go 
himſelf with a party from his poſt to examine them 


more cloſely, as circumſtances may require. At night 
this precaution is ſtill more neceſſary; if then any 


body of men, though announcing themſelves as a de- 


tachment of the army, and even in poſſeſſion of the 
counterſign, ſhould arrive at the advanced ſentries, 


they muſt order them to halt, and report their arrrival 
to the picket, the officer of which will ſend a non- 
commiſſioned officer with a party to examine them. 
On this occaſion an officer is not to truſt to the uni- 


form, or even to the watch-wword being right; but is 
to inform himſelf of the cauſe of their arrival at his 
poſt, and of every circumſtance that may lead to an 
explanation. He muſt further demand the paſs, or 
written order; if this is found to be correct, and 

the officer is ſatisfied in every reſpect that there is no 
riſk, the detachment may be ſuffered to paſs his picket, 


which, on the firſt arrival of the detachment at his 
poſt, will have been ordered under arms. 

Such precautions ſhould never be omitted, as there 
are numberleſs inſtances of poſts having been carried 


off by people 1 in diſguiſe, or parties of one army dreſſing 
themſelves 1 in the cloathing of another. Sentries too 
ſhould be cautioned not to let carts or waggons come 


too near them, nor paſs without being previouſly exa- 


mined, particularly thoſe carrying hay, wood, or 


otherwiſe high loaded; as it is not uncommon for 
armed 


Of the duty of 


pickets by 


[- 60 -TÞ. 
armed men to come concealed by ſuch a conveyance, 


with a view to carry off the advanced ſentries, or 
ſome ſmall polt. 


$ 11. 


ONE half of the picket at leaſt muſt be conſtantly | 


under arms during the night; theſe will be poſted fo 


far in front as, in caſe of a ſudden attack, to give time 
to the remainder to get under arms. The latter may 


be allowed to reſt themſelves, without, however, quit- 
ting their arms for an inſtant. An alarm poſt will be 


aſſigned them, where they will inſtantly form on the 


picket's being attacked, in order that when the ad- 
vanced part has given its fire and retreated, this may 
alſo fire with effect. At night, and in cold weather, 


when there are fires at the pickets, they ſhould be 


made in the rear, be as much concealed as poſſible, 


and the men be ſuffered to warm themſelves by turns, 
and not more than two or three at a time. 

It ſometimes happens, that the advanced poſts and 
pickets of an army muſt be placed in extremely ex- 
poſed ſituations, and that the patroles cannot be ſent 


ſufficiently forward to get intelligence of the enemy; 


the general or field officer of the day will then ſignify 
whether any, and which of the pickets ſhould remain 
under arms all night; in this caſe no man, except 
_ the moſt urgent neceſſity, is to quit his poſt. 


§ 12, 


5 12. 


A PICKET would derive great ſecurity, and woid- 


being eaſily ſurprized, by detaching at night ſmall par- 
ties from two to three hundred paces to the right and 
left, which, in caſe of attack of the main body, would 
be moſt advantageouſly poſted for its protection, and 


Of ketncked 


pickets: 


for galling the enemy by their fire on his flanks. Pick- 
_ ets, as well as advanced ſentries, ſhould remove at 


night from the ſpot. they occupy during the day; 
ſo that if the enemy, from the obſervation he may have 
made of the poſt, ſhould attempt to ſurprize it, he may 


himſelf be led into an error. In cold weather, when 


fires are requiſite, it is adviſeable that the poſition of 


the picket be frequently changed, and the fires left 


burning. If the enemy means to attack, he naturally 


directs his march on the fires, and when he arrives 


there, finding the poſt abandoned, he may reaſonably 

ſuppoſe the picket has retired ; ſhould he loiter on 

the ſpot, or be at all off his guard, he may himſelf be 
attacked with every advantage. 


$ 13: 
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$ 13. 


IHE non- commiſſioned officer commanding a de- 
When the de- 


e of tached picket or other ſmall poſt during the night, as ; 


tacked, are at- well as the advanced ſentries, muſt be inſtructed, that 


in caſe of attack by ſurprize, and being forced to fall 
back, they are not to retire upon the main body, but to 
the ſpot which the picket occupied in the day · time, and 
from thence continue their retreat on the flank of the 
picket, ſo that if the enemy ſhould purſue, he muſt 
neceſſarily expoſe himſelf to be taken in flank. The 
officer commanding the picket will by this means have 
it at bis option, to attack the enemy to a niken t ad- 
vantage, or to effect his retreat UNPEFCEIved. | 


| 


$ 14. 


Of the 1 of AS attacks br 3 or ded dolle by hs. 


an officer com- 
R generally made with a ſuperior force, and ſeldom 


9 undertaken without a ſtrong reſerve, it will, in this 
inſtance, be the buſineſs of an officer commanding a 

picket, to give the alarm to the poſts in his rear, 

rather than attempt to make a vigorous reſiſtance. 

As ſoon, therefore, as he finds his poſt ſeriouſly at- 

tacked, he muſt endeavour, with the chief of his force, 


to 


L- 03 7] 
to reach the neareſt defile, or pg, of ſupport, leaving, 
however, ſkirmiſhers in his rear, and on his flanks, 
who muſt keep up a conſtant fire, the better to cover 
his retreat, and ſpread the alarm. An officer, muſt, 
however, be very cautious not to abandon his poſt 
till he is certain of the ſuperiority of the enemy. 
When a retreat cannot be made in good order, from 
the ſuddenneſs of the enemy's attack, and ſuperiority 
of his force, for the purpoſe of gaining time, an officer 
may reſolve upon a deſperate and vigorous attack, 
with whatever he can collect of his picket; the enemy 
will probably at firſt give way; but the officer of the 
picket is on no account, to purſue, his own object 
being only to effect a retreat, and to reach with the 
greateſt expedition the firſt poſt where he can make 
a ſtand. 

If the picket ſhould be attacked in che day- time, 
the officer will take his meaſures according to the 
ſtrength of the enemy. If weak, he will form an 
ambuſcade, and endeavour to cut him off; if in force, 
he muſt with part of his men form a reſerve, and with 
the remainder in ſeparate bodies retire alternately ; 
he may try to check the purſuit, by letting the enemy 
diſcover the reſerve ; but ſhould he be cloſely preſſed, 
before he can receive ſupport from ſome poſt in his 
rear, he muſt endeavour, by means of the ſmall de- 
- tached bodies of his picket, to annoy the e in 
"Bank, 
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Of the watch= WHEN a ſentry is poſted, the counterſign only is 
word and | ; OY 
countei ſign. to be given to him; but the noncommiſſioned officer 
of a picket or patrole will receive the watch. word; 
without which no patrole ſhould be allowed to pals, 
and which ſhould always be given in a low voice, by 
the ſerjeant of the patrole to him of the picket. The 
field officer commanding the pickets may, if circum- 
ſtances ſhould require it, change the counterſign in 
the courſe of the night; but the watch-word need 
never be changed, except in the inſtance of a non- 
| 3 | 8 commiſſioned officer deſerting. In caſe of the counter- 
| ſign being changed, the neighbouring advanced poſts 
muſt immediately be informed of it, to prevent 
miſtakes and falſe alarms. 


F 16. 


Of reports, | WHEN any authentic intelligence is received of 
the enemy, the officer of the picket is immediately 
to make a written report of it to head quarters, and 
I | to the commanding officers of ſuch regiments as are 
1 near him. Theſe reports muſt be made with the 
3 5 FF: greateſt 
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greateſt accuracy; and it is one of the principal du- 


ties of an officer on a picket, when near the enemy, 


to get every intelligence of and report his movements. 


A written report ſhould be made every evening, and 


ſent by a non-commiſſioned officer to the field officer 


or the day. 


$ 17. 


ON picket and other duties, where the ſervice is 
inſeparable from the greateſt hardſhips, it is the duty 
of every officer to ſet his men a good example, not 


to be laying down or reſting himſelf when the men 


Particular du- 
ties of an officer 
on 3 


are under arms, nor to go under cover while they are 
without ſhelter, but ſhare, in common with them, 
every danger and fatigue: by his example, ſoldiers 


will ſubmit cheerfully, and without murmuring, to 


any inconvenience; it is alſo the beſt means of ſe- 


curing their attention and confidence. 
In the day-time, if it can be done without EY he 
will ſuffer the men to reſt themſelves, but he himſelf 


muſt frequently viſit the ſentries, give them the ne- 
ceſſary inſtructions, and inform himſelf of the exact 


fituation of his own poſt, and of thoſe near him. He 


ſhould attentively obſerve the nature of the ground, 
ſo as in any event to take advantage of it. 


F. - =: CHAP. 
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General rule. 


of patroles | 


from pickets, | 
rom pickets weather, or when the wind blows ſtrong towards the 


(6 1 


CHAP. IV. -- 
Of Patroles from the Pickets, 


. 


 WITHa view to inſure the | tranquillity and ſe- 


curity of the camp, the ground in front of the pickets 


ſhould be conſtantly patroled day and night. 


F2 
IT may frequently EIN hd a in bad 


enemy, that the ſmall patroles in front of the camp 


may be carried off by the enemy unperceived by the 
pickets; to guard againſt which, parties of two and 


three men muſt be ſent from the pickets, whoſe buſi- 


neſs it will be to advance ſo far in front of the chain 


of ſentries, as to be able to obſerve the movements 
of the patroles. 


$5. 


SMALL patroles muſt, in addition, be ſent out 
from the pickets, particularly during the night: 
ſome to viſit the roads by which an enemy might ap- 
proach with a view of penetrating between the poſts; 


Additional 
patroles by 
night. | 


others to viſit the chain of ſentries, and ſee that they 


are watchful. Tf the country in front of the pickets 
is incloſed, the morning patroles ſhould cloſely exa- 


mine the roads leading through it, that the enemy, 


who may have concealed himſelf during the night, 


may not ſurprize the picket, or be permitted o 


reconnoitre the poſition. 


$4. 


' PATROLES which are to viſit the entries would 


| conſiſt of a non- commiſſioned officer and four men. 


The non- commiſſioned officer puts himſelf at their 


Of viſiti ting. 
patroles. 


27 head; the men following at the diſtance of thirty or 


forty paces, in order to be ready to ſupport him, in 
caſe of neceſſity. When the patrole approaches a 
ſentry, the latter challenges him ; and on the former 
anſwering Patrole, the counterſign will be demanded. 
No perſon ſhould, however, be allowed to approach 
nearer to a ſentry than eight or ten paces. The 

| F 2 counterſign 
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counterſign ſhould not be given louder. than is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the ſentry to hear it, for fear of 


an enemy, or ſpy, who may have — himſelf | 


near * his _ 


$ 5. 


THE patroles which are employed immediately i in 


* front of the pickets, need not conſiſt of more than a 

non- commiſſioned officer and four men; of theſe, 
one man moves on fifty paces in front; the non- 
commiſſioned officer and two men following, and exa- 


mining as they go along, the ground on each ſide of the 


road; the fourth man keeps at a little diſtance in the 
rear, that he may be able to give timely notice to his 
comrades, in caſe the enemy ſhould have paſſed un- 
perceived, and be lying any where in ambuſh. In 
bazy weather they muſt keep cloſer to each other. 


Where the ground is much interſected, they ſhould 
not advance above two hundred paces in front of the 


entries; but where it is open, the diſtance may be 
| Increaſed. In the courſe of the day, the officer of 
the picket will be able to point out, pretty nearly, the 
ground that is to be patroled at night; and that the 


ſpace between the pickets may be conſtantly viſited, 


all patroles of this ſort will proceed ſo far to the right 


and leſt, as to paſs the firſt ſentry of he RE 
picket, 


When 


[ 69 ] 
When two patroles meet in the night, the non- 
commiſſioned officer of that which challenges firſt, is 
to receive the walchword. When the anſwer (patrole) 
is given to the challenge, the advanced man charges 
his bayonet, and calls out, and patrole. The non- 
commiſſioned officer of the firſt then advances, and 
receives the watch · word, and if that ſhould be right, 
he gives the counterſign, that each may be ſatisfied 
of the other being a friend. If the patrole meets 


with the enemy, the firſt ee is to give an alarm 
to the picket. 


$ 6. 


AT day-break patroles may be made with the 3 

ſentries juſt relieved, who are then formed in two di- with the re- 

viſions. With one, a non-commiſſioned officer, im- OE ORs - 
mediately after the relief, patroles to the front, in 

order that if the enemy ſhould have formed an 

ambuſcade during the night, it may be diſcovered. 
With the other, for further ſecurity, the line of ſen⸗ 
; tries will be aun viſited. 
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PATROLES for this orvice ſhould conſiſt of from 


the purpoſe of twelve to ſixteen men, and will in general march at 
reconnoltring Ws © | 


_ day-break, in order to reconnoitre the villages, 


| woods, &c. in the neighbourhood. They are more 


particularly to examine the places from which an 


attack may be expeCted, to get intelligence of the 


enemy, and to puſh on as far as they can without ex- 


poſing themſelves to the riſk of being cut off. No- 


thing is ſo diſgraceful to an officer on an advanced 


picket, as allowing himſelf to be ſurprized, to avoid 


which he ſhould examine in perſon, the ground in 


his front and on his flanks, particularly ſuch parts 
as may offer ſhelter for an ambuſcade. By a ſtrict 


obſervance of theſe principles he will generally de- 


5 feat the Faeser of the enemy. 
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